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Yea, I think it meet, as long as 1 am in this 
Tuzbernacle, to flir you up by aui you 


in remembrance. 

'S the Lord has ſpared me to this day, 
A and brought me forth once more to 
ſpeak his word to you ; having your good 
much at heart, and believing that I am 
not long for this world, I have, I truſt, 
by the aſſiſtance and leading influence of 
the bleſſed Spirit, fixt upon this text, as 
what appears neceſſary both for you and 
me at this ſeaſon. May you be taught by 
it, if it be the will of God, when time 
with me ſhall be no more; then the re- 
membrance of what may be now deliver- 
ed will haye a pleaſing influence for your 
future edification. 


In opening the words I ſhall, 
1. Conſider the deſcription here given 
of man, as dwelling in a tabernacle. 


2. Point out the duty of every miniſter 
whil he 1 is in the body, and capable of it; 
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to ſtir up the people, by putting them 
in remembrance. 


3. Aſſign the reaſons why this becomes 
apparently the duty of every goſpel mini- 
ſter? On each of theſe, as the Lorg ſhall 
give ſtrength and liberty, I would offer a 
few remarks, and O] that the Holy Ghoſt 


may bleſs the word to both you and me, 


that we may indeed be ſtirred up to a re- 
meimbrance of the beſt things, the things 
that make for our everlaſting peace -and 
happineſs. To which end let us 


I. Conſider the deſcription here given of 
man, as dwelling in a tabernacle. By 

which the human body, this frail and tot- 

tering clay is intended; in which we muſt 


d a few years, months, or days, as 
the great and Sovereign Ruler hath or- 
; deeds but what period is allotted for our 
ſojournment in theſe tabernacles is known 
only to the great Difpoſer of all events. 

In treating of this head two things will 
naturally occur, and each of them I ſhall 


attempt to * of with all the brevity 
I can. 


1. The people who are here addreſſed, 


and whom the apoſtle ſaw meet to ſtir up 
by putting in remembrance, 


2. Point 
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2. Point out ſome leſſons which we are 
taught by our tranſitory ſtate, as dyclling 
in tabernacles of clay. ver, 
Firſt, then, the people to whom this 
addreſs is made, and who the apoſtle 
ſaw meet to ſtir up by putting them in 
remembrance, are the children of God, 
by adoption and grace; as appears from 
ver. 1. where they are ſaid to have part 
in the righteouſneſs of God our Saviour. 
To them tbat have obtained like precious faith 
worth, us, "through the righteouſneſs of God, 
and our Saviour Jeſus Cbriſt. Being par- 
takers of like precious faith with the a- 
poſtles, evidenceth their ſonſhip or filial 
relation to God, through the Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, whoſe perſon blood and righteouſ- 
neſs are the only, the uninterrupted chan- 
nels of grace to the ſouls of men. If we 
were not juſtified through his righteouſ- 
neſs and redemption, we could never have 
received the gift of faith, nor any of the 
bleſſings of grace; but muſt have remain- 
ed for ever under the curſe of a broken 
and abuſed law. | 
2. In verſe 2, the apoſtle prays 651 their 
increaſe of grace, which naturally ſuppo- 
ſeth them already poſſeſſed of that hea- 
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_ venly-bleſſing : for how could he pray Ws 


that to be increaſed and multiplied, which 
they never had ? Had: he been writing to 


people in a carnal ſtate, he might have 


prayed that God would give them his 
grace; but not that it might be increaſed 
and multiplied till actually received. If 
poſſeſſors of the grace of God, it muſt 
follow, that they were his people elect, 


tedeemed, and called; as is ſtill more clear 


from verſe 3, where the power by which 


we have received like precious faith, the 


knowledge of God, and all things pertain- 


ing to life and godlineſs, is expreſly called 


divine, alluding to the almighty power of 


the Holy Ghoſt, by which we are called 


and taught the things of God, which no 


man, nor any other creature, could do 
either for himſelf or others. 


„It is farther apparent from verſe 4. 


That God's believing people are here ad- 
dreſſed, ſeeing that unto them are ſaid to 


have been given exceeding great and preci- 
ous promiſes *, that by them we might be 
partakers of a divine nature—not of the di- 
vine Effence, for that is incommunicable, 
| and therefore cannot be ; but of a divine 


| prin- 
Vid. Tit. i. 2. 
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principle of grace, which comes from the 


Holy. Ghoſt as a divine perſon. His facred 
influence alone can lead us to ſee and un- 


derſtand the things of God, which to the 
carnal mind appear as darkneſs and abſur- 
dity, and which none but the Spirit of 
God can reveal; ſeeing none but the Spirit 


knoweth the deep things of God, none 


but the Spirit renovates the heart of a ſin- 
ner . We are told by the holy apoſtle, 
that if any man have not the Spirit of 


Chriſt he is none of his, and ſurely a 
ſtronger evidence of adoption, than a be- 


ing led by the Spirit, cannot be neceſſary, 
cannot be poſſible. It i is only, becauſe ye 
were ſons, that God hath ſent forth he 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying 


Abba, Father . 
4. Moreover, from the exhortations gi- 
ven from the zth down to the gth verſe, 


their character is fixt as believers in Jeſus : 
for he that has no faith, can never be cal- 


led to add to that which he has not. But 


| here faith is ſuppoſed as the foundation of 
experimental religion laid in the heart by 


the operation of God the Spirit, and they 


are called to build upon it, virtue, xnow- 


| - ledge, 
John iii. 3-5. + Gal. iv. 6. 
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ledge, temperance, "patience, godlineſs, 
brotherly kindneſs, charity. To pretend 
to theſe without a living divine faith, a 
faith of the operation of God,, is like 
building a caſtle in the air, or a fabric 
without a foundation, which would be un- 
becoming a wiſe maſter builder, ſuch as 
was this holy apoſtle. i 
5. The ſad eſtate of thoſe degli who 
are deſtitute 6f theſe things, the abundance 
of which believers are called to ſeek after, 
. makes the difference between the one and 
1} the other obvious. They are blind, to 
themſelves; to their danger on account of 
| ſin ; to Chriſt and the love of God through 
dim; to the bleſſed Spirit, and his ſaving 
| work upon the foul in the day of regene- 
( ration and converſion. They have forgot- 
| ten that they were purged from their old 
fins—by way of external reformation and 
profeſſion, and ſo return again to the world 
and carnal enjoyments, like the dog to his 
vomit, and the ſow that was waſhed to her 
wallowing in the mire. Theſe are very 
unlike to a poor fallen believer, who, al- 
though he may be ſickly and weak, is not 
dead; although dark and benighted in his 
frame, is not blind i in his, underſtanding; 


although 


P : 
although enſnared by ſin, cannot wallow 
in fleſhly delights as his native element. 

6. Their filial relation to a covenant 
God is undoubtedly implied in the charge 
given them, ver. 10. To give diligence to 
make their calling and election ſure ; which 


could not be done if their calling 10 elec- 5 


tion were not in being. This diligence to 
which they are called, is not ſuppoſed to 
have any influence upon their perſonal ele- 


tion, which is eternal, and entirely an 


immanent act of the infinite mind. Nor 


upon our effectual calling out of darkneſs 
into marvellous light, as that is owing 


ſolely to the ſovereign agency of the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, whoſe. influences have quickened 


every believer, and whoſe grace 1s alſuffi- 


cient to ſecure his own work. But this 


making ſure, reſpe&s our views of perſo- 
nal intereſt in electing and calling grace; 


and the evidence to others of our intereſt. 


in them, which evidence is to be borne 
only by an holy religious converſation. 
In this caſe the goſpel, and its precious 
doctrines, are not received in word only, 


but in faith, in power, and in much aſſu- 
rance; and the apoſtle's main deſign, and 


leading deſite in this — ſeems to be, 
that 
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that if it were the will of God they might 
live, and die under the comforting influ- 
ences of that religion of which they made 
profeſſion, as appears by the eleventh verſe. 


He addreſſeth them not as dead and inca- 


pable of hearing; but as living, and un- 


der divine influences, capable of improv- 


ing their bleſſed privileges, and walking 
worthy of the vocation by which they were 
called: to which he here ſtimulates them 


by this warm exhortation; and to which, 
he deems. it meet to ſtir them up by put- 


ting them in remembrance. May the few 
days that I may be longer with you, be 


thus employed; and may you bear in re- 
membrance the precious truths which have 
often comforted us together, and upon 


which alone, in the hand of the Holy 


Ghoſt, we may rely with comfort on the 


ſolemn day of approaching diſſolution. 
Which leads me, 

II. To conſider this body under the no- 
tion of a tabernacle, that muſt be taken 
down when the ſoul ſhall be called to a 
more comfortable and permanent dwellin g; 
even the peaceful manſions of reſt, felicity 
and glory, This tabernacle is the work= 


manthip of the Moſt High, curiouſly 


wrought. 


013] 


% wrought and ſet up for a 'time limited; 
by a certain number of days and months, 


which are appointed for us who inhabit 


them. During that period they ſhall ſtand, 
though an hoſt ſhould encamp about them, 
with a view to lay them in ruins; that pe- 


riod elapſed, all the power of medicine will 
no longer render the body tenable. At that 


appointed time we muſt lay down theſe ta- 
bernacles, for in this war there is no diſ- 
charge. It was well ſaid of the ancients, 
« Here we have no continuing City”, ſee- 


ing they all dwelt only 1 in tabernacles as we N 


do now; and we, as they did in their day, 


are looking out for an houſe whoſe builder 


and maker is God. 
2. This body i is 2&6 up, like a taber- 
nacle, of various parts and materials, cu- 


riouſly wrought, adjuſted with the niceſt 
propriety, and ſtricteſt mechaniſm, ſo that 


there is neither defect nor redundancy ap- 


parent in the grand defign : but the execu- 
tion of it is every way worthy of the 
Almighty Creator. The contemplation of 


this curious ſyſtem made holy David in the 


profoundeſt admiration exclaim, « Tam 


fearfully and wonderfully made; curiouſly 


wrought i in the loweſt parts of the earth”. 
And 


2 2 < - 
r — nets EAI ELS; Be es et Ee I * 2 — 


N 
ö 
. 
i 
0 
81 
4 
12 


{ 14 ] 


And for what purpoſe ? Not ſurely that we 


ſhould proſtitute, its curious organs to vile 

lution, but that they may be fit inſtru- 
ments of theſe immortal ſpirits which in- 
habit them—And our ſouls being born 
again, that theſe bodies of ours ſhould be 
the temples of the Holy Ghoſt. Your 
bodies, as well. as your ſouls, believers, 


are the Redeemer's purchaſe, therefore ye 
are called to glorify him with our fouls and 


bodies, which are bis. Ye are God's 


workmanſhip, God s building, O that ye 
may be an habitation for God gs the 
A 


. Theſe 3 are ſet up in the 


wilderneſs, and are only to accommodate 
us during our paſſage through life to a vaſt 
eternity. Iſrael dwelt in tents in the wil- 


derneſs, but had houſes and cities to dwell 
in when they reached Canaan. You alſo 


| believers are in a wilderneſs ſituation, tra- 


velling towards your Father's houſe ; you 
dwell therefore at preſent only in tents like 
Ifrael ; tents that muſt be taken down 
when your journey is finiſhed ; then in- 
ſtead of tabernacles ye ſhall have houſes 
to dwell in; houſes paved with love and 
cieled 
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cieled glory, where pain and ſorrow mall 
never be eee 255 as Waters that 
1 paſſed; aw -). 

But awful is * eoafideration ! ! The | 
wicked;- the inſenfible, the Chriſtleſs ſin- 
ner is alſo a traveller but whither ? To 
what end is the important queſtion ? Woe 
to you that live and die without Chriſt; 
for ye are travelling to the land of inex- 
| preſſible horror; to the! regions of dark 
deſpait. Lou are leaving all good behind 
you, and all evil is apprdaehing. You will 
have troubles unmixt; ſorrow without any 
alleviatiom Awful beyond expreſſion will 
that day be when the dye is caſt, when 
the gulph is fixed, and all that remains 
for you, to an endleſs eternity, is the 
Wrath of an angry God, without aby mix- 
ture, without mitigation. Then, in the 
ravings of: wild deſpair, will you exclaim, 
Tho ſummer of means is over, the als 
pel harveſt is ended, and we are not ſaved, 
nor gathered with the ciet”. O that God 
may give you grace ſeriouſly to reflect on 
your ſituation, and to turn to the Lord by 8 
feith and repentance. 


4. Whilſt 
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J. Whilſt we. are at home in this wil- 


derneſs ſtate, we are abſent from-Chriſt; 


called to wander from place to place, fa- 
tigued with our journey, having to carry 
our tabernacles with all their appendages, 


along with us wherever we go. There- 


fore it is ſaid, that We who are in 
this tabernacle do groan, being burdened.” 
So burdened, that ſometimes we would 
rather chooſe to be abſent from: the body, 


that we might be preſent with the Lord“. 
But theſe are our happy moments, when 


we are bleſſed with particular diſcoverics 
of the love of God, are more than ordi- 
narily favoured with the drawing infſuen- 


ces of the holy Spirit, and ate under ſelf- 
abhorrence, on account of our ſinfulneſs. 


At other times our ſouls cleave to the duſt; 


and we dread the putting off theſe ta- 
bernacles; in ſome: ſenſe prefer the wil- 
derneſs to Canaan, and chooſe time rather 


than eternity. Wretched choice! To pre- 


fer a pea to a pearl, and a pebble to a dia- 


mond, falls infinitely- ſhort in point of 


folly. O, for grace to embolden us to look 


chearfully down into the gloomy caverns 
of the tomb, and joyfully up to the man- 


ſions of felicity and glory. 
5. Be- 
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5. Believers, your bodies are as taber- 
nacles pitched, not for your own uſe only; 
but an habitation for God through the 
Spirit, and ſo your bodies are the temples 


of the Holy Ghoſt, even as the Jewiſh 


temple of old was the refidence of his ſa- 
cred preſence; In theſe temples of living 
ſtone the Holy Ghoſt dwells, to comfort, 


direct and aflift in every ſpiritual engage- 


ment and exerciſe; making interceſſion 


for the ſaints according to the will of 


God *. In vain are all pretenſions to 
prayez;- and ſpiritual worſhip, without the 
influence of the Holy Ghoſt. Where 
God the Spirit is not, it muſt be dead, 


and not a living facrifice, and therefore 


can never be acceptable to him, who re- 


quires to be worſhipped in ſpirit and in 


truth. But where the Comforter has ta- 
ken up his reſidence, he leads to Jeſus 
the ſeat and channel of mercy, and thro? 


him to the Father: he helps the poor 


believer to confeſs his finfulneſs, and to 
groan out acceptable and prevailing pray= 


er, to God who hears the fighs of the 


contrite; whereas the ſacrifices of the 
B TE wicked 


* Rom, viii, 27, 
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wicked and unregenerate are as the cut- 
ting off a dog's neck, the offering of ſwine's 
fleſh, and the pouring out broth of abo- 
minable things, an abhorrence to the Ma- 
jeſty of heaven. 

Look then to it that you have the Wielt 
of Chriſt, renewing and ſanctifying your 
frame, and afliſting you in every duty of 
the Chriſtian life. This 1s a point of the 
laſt importance, and it behoves you to be 
determined in it. 

If the Lord has given his holy Spirit 
to you, there are ſome rules by which it 
will be diſcovered. For inſtance you will, 
I. See your own loft and undone con- 
dition, as poor periſhing ſinners, under the 
curſe of a broken law, in bondage to the 
legal covenant, as well as by nature under 
the power and dominion of fin : for it is 
the province of the Holy Ghoſt to con- 
vince the world of ſin; and a painful ſen- 
ſation of ſoul on account of bur natural 
wretchedneſs, is one of the firſt ſymptoms 
of divine life infuſed into the finner's heart. 

2. If the Holy Spirit dwelleth in you, you 
will be convinced, that there is none other 
name given under heaven amongſt men, 
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; which you can be ſaved, but that of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and that if you are not found in 
him, clothed with his righteouſneſs, and 
waſhed in his blood, you muſt everlaſtingly 
periſh, there being falyation in none 
other. | 

3. The ſame Spirit will fo far reveal 
Chriſt in your hearts, as to convince you 
of the ſulneſs, all- ſufficiency, and ſuitable- 
neſs of his ſalvation, it being his province | 
to take of the things that are Chriſt's, and 
ſhow them to his ſubjects; thus enlighten- 
ing them in the knowledge of Jelus, as 
the ſinners only hope and refuge. / 
4 lf the Spirit of the Lord dwellerb in 
yo he razeth every ſandy foundation, 

deſtroyeth every ſubterfuge, and fweeps 
away every refuge of lies, fo that no lon= 
ger dare you to truſt in man, or to make 
fleſh your arm. You fee that Aſhur can- 
not fave you; the works of your own 
hands can no longer bear your dependance: 
but you are made to hope and truſt in je- 
ſus only, for preſent and future falvation, 
5. You will be ſenſible, that unleſs you 
are drawn you cannot run, that without 
Neue you can do nothing; can neither will 
B 2 nor 


— - 
* Ae. OG. — — — — 


— 


—— —— . —. 9 — San 
— — — as — — — 


— 

= rr — 
— — * 
«4 * Ss .% 


-25 3 — K — . — - , ws — 
\ — -  -  - ED 85 r — 
"xx | 

5 1 ” = => a — . P — 2 - , " 


— — * . — — * * * — ES CT, = 
— wen" > vane. > — Pan ag 16>) — — 2 5 * " » - prey *% W a 2 Tow — Pls ra 
< — — — - — . g 1 = * — 5 7 — 
— — - — _—_ —— * LADS ES — — — ret 
: 7 — - - 3 ICS 2 L NE = — * — — 
: » * * — 
2 RD we "pi. IEF = — : 
. - * : : SIS - * ** 2 Feen Y * e eee 
2 22 2 . 3 2 e NN 


— — 
CO PTE 2 7 


[ao] 


not do, but as the Lord is pleaſed to work 


in you of his good pleaſure, Vet, when 
drawn by the influence of the Holy Ghoſt, 
that you run with delight, your ſouls cleave 


to God, even to the living God; then wiſ- 


dom's ways are pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths are peace. The language of your 


hearts will be, C Draw me, we will run ; 


after thee *. 175 
What ſhall I ſay now to you who forget 


God? Your eſtate is truly awful and alarm- 


ing. Lou live, perhaps, altogether with- 
out prayer, without God and Chriſt in. 
the world. If you do at all pray, it is 


merely formal, hypocritical, and on a ſelf- 


iſh legal foundation. You are ſtrangers 
to ſin's malignancy, and your own perſon- 
al danger; ſtrangers to foul diſtreſs, and 


| godly repentance. You are {ſtrangers to 
real comfort, as flowing from free grace, 


and a finiſhed ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
You know no changes of frame, and there- 


fore you fear not the holy and juſt God, 


notwithſtanding he hath declared, that all 
that are far from him ſhall periſh. O may 
the Lord, if it be his bleſſed will, give 
you 

* Song i. 3. a 
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you a ſenſe of your fin and danger, that 
you may turn to him by faith and repen- 
tance, leſt he come in the day of his an- 
ger, and tear you to pieces in his indig · 


nation! 5 ; 
This ſubject eventually opens up before 
| you, in whoſe heart the fear of the Lord 


is, a molt pleaſing proſpet, I ſay even- 
tually; becauſe theſe tabernacles muſt 
firſt be taken down ; taken down by him. 
who firſt erected them; by him whoſe. 
property they are; therefore taken down 
with care, and laid by in ſecurity, ſo that 
not a pin of the whole ſhall be loſt. 
Ves, my friends, theſe bodies muſt all be 
laid by, in that general repoſitory, .he 


| grave, and undergo every change incident 
to corruption, There they muſt moulder 


to duſt, and that duſt be applied to diffe- 
rent uſes. Hymbling conſideration; we 
ſhall perhaps lend our duſt, to fill up the 


graves of our own children upon their de- 
miſe, But that God, whoſe property we 


are, will not loſe, will not ſuffer the grave 


to bereave him of any part of his fulneſs 


and glory, No, the earth ſhall caſt forth 


its dead, and the grave make up its ac- 
counts with the Judge of all worlds. 
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Tour tabernacles ſhall be rebuilt, and 


become houſes that ſhall ſtand forever. 


Your bodies ſhall be raiſed in power and 


great glory, like unto the glorious body 


of the bleſſed Jeſus, of which we can form 
but a very imperfect idea, Therefore the 


- prophet calls to the inhabitants of the 
grave; © Awake and ſing ye who dwell 


in the duſt; for your dew is as the dew 


of herbs, and the earth ſhall cait out her 
dead * . Then ſhall the happy ſpirit take 


poſſeſſion of its own body, made like to 
that of the Son of God, and forever and 
ever ſhine forth with Jeſus 1 in the N 


of our Father. 


Before 1 diſmiſs this Head, 1 beg you 


will remember, that you and I, whether 
in a ſtate of nature or of grace, muſt very 


ſoon quit theſe tabernacles. Then how 
dreadful to thoſe who have no God, no 


Saviour to flee unto. A naked ſpirit turned 


out of the body, amidſt the burning ven- 
geance of an angry God, is a conſideration 


too ſhocking for human thought long to 


contemplate. What then muſt it be for 
the ſinner to endure! To ſuch a one the 


re ſur- 
* Iſaiah avi. 19. 


* 


reſurrection will introduce freſh ſcenes of 
horror, and open deeper ſprings of reme- 
dileſs deſpair. , Happy are ye who have an 
intereſt in Chriſt ; for when the wicked, 
and all that forget God, are turned into hell, 
ye ſhall be clothed upon with your hou- 
ſes from heaven, and dwell eternally with 
the Lord that bought you to this ſalvation. 
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2 Pet. i. 13. Yea, I think it meet, as long as I 
am in this tabernacle, to ſtir you up by put- 
ting you in remembrance. 


AVING in the preceding diſcourſe 
ſpoken of man as dwelling in a ta- 
bernacle, and pointed out ſome branches 
of ſpiritual inſtruction, imparted by this 
deſcription, I ſhall now, according to my 
firſt propoſal, attend to the ſpecial work 
of a goſpel miniſter, as here deſcribed, 


be ſtirring up of God's people, by putting 


them in remembrance of the great and 
glorious things of grace and ſalvation.“— 
Under this head two things naturally 
occur, 


1. The work itſelf. A Bicring up the 
people by putting them in remembrance. 
2. The continuance, or term of this 
work. As long as in this tabernacle. In 
theſe two particulars the ſubſtance of the 
text ſeems to be included, and I ſhall at- 
tempt to ſpeak to them ſeverally, as the 
Lord ſhall give ſtrength and liberty. And 
© that I may ſpeak, and you hear, with 
that degree of ſeriouſneſs, as if we knew 

aſſuredly, 
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aſſuredly, that this is our laſt opportunity 
of meeting together in the courts below, 


The | A 


oy J. Thing to be attended to is 5 the work 
of Chriſt's miniſters, which is to ſtir up 


believers by putting them in remembrance. 
I ſay believers; becauſe unto formal pro- 
feflors, hypocrites and unbelievers in gene- 


ral, their meſſage is very different. Even 


to cry againſt them becauſe of their tranſ- 
greſſions, and mourn over them becauſe 
of their deplorable circumſtances. We 
warn the unregenerate of their danger on 


account of ſin; of their need of a Saviour 


to redeem them from deſtruction; of the 
neceſſity of a work of grace upon the ſoul 
to manifeſt their intereſt in the love of 
God; and aſſure them, that nothing ſhort 


of a divine change being wrought upon 


the heart, the will, and affections, can 


entitle them to the name of Chriſtians. 
We admoniſh them to continue under the 
means of grace, and not to forſake the mi- 
niſtry of the word, as by ſo doing, by for- 


faking the external means they will aggra- 
vate their guilt, and enhance their own 


condemnation in the other world. 


But with reipe& to believers our work 
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is different; it is to ſtir them up by put⸗ 


ting them in remembrance. 
1. Of the early tranſactions of infinite 
love, from whence, as from ſo many ſprings 


of life, flow every preſent and future bleſ- 
fing. Even from everlaſting, believers, 


the unchanging love of the great THREE 
IN ONE, was unalterably and immovably 


fixed upon you as its favoured objects &, 


when ye might have been paſſed by, and 


ethers been ſubſtituted for you. But of 


his own ſovereign good plealure, and mere- 
ly according to his own council, he was 


pleaſed to chooſe you in Chriſt before the 


foundation of the world, that ye ſhould. 


be holy and without blame before him in 
love +. What will, what can be fo like 


ly to ſtir up believers to a conſcientious re- 


gard to the things of God, 'and to make 


them ſtudious to ſeek his glory in all things, 


as to ſee the council of peace fitting from 


all eternity, conſulting their everlaſting 
welfare, and laying the infallible plan of 


their final ſalvation ? Who can behold theſe 


inviſible things of God for himſelf, and 


ſhall not fay, O my God, I will praiſe 
_ thee 
* Jer. xxxi. 3. 4 1 i. 4. 
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thee as long as I have bein g 1 will glorify 
thee whilſt exiſtence endures.” 

To fee a well ordered covenant, inaly 
eſtabliihed, eſtabliſhed upon my account, 
and containing all the bleſſings of my ſal- 


vation ; finding myſelf endowed in Chriſt 


with all, and every ſpiritual good, and this 


good ratified in heaven, infinite ages before 
I was brought into exiſtence, are motives 
to ſtir me up to the love and ſtudy of ho- 


lineſs, ſuch as the reaſon of man could 
never have ſuggeſted, nor the wiſdom 
of philoſophy ever have deviſed. Mo- 
tives, ſuch as muſt have the moſt happy! in- 
fluence upon every ſoul who experienceth 
their power ; may your ſouls and mine for 


ever be ſtirred up by the remembrance of 


ſuch amazing, ſuch condeſcending tranſac- 
tions of everlaiting goodneſs and grace. 

In theſe tranſactions you have the only 
reaſon why you were not left:to periſh in 


a fallen ſtate, For ye, yea all the elect 


fell in the common ruin ; but being choſen 
to ſalvation, ye were preſerved in Chriſt 
when fallen in Adam, and in the day of 
power made willing to embrace eternal 
lite, as the unconditional gift of God with- 
| out 
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out money and without price. This dif- 
criminating act of grace, this plenitude of 


toſtirus up to the greateſt and moſt impla- 


eſpecially as he ſtands in Chriſt, juſtified 


either moral or ceremonial. Their per- 


felicity ſecured, how great are their ob- W 


himſelf for you, that he might purge you 
from all iniquity, but hath actually met 
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goſpel beatitude, and the ample ſecurity 
we have for our enjoyment of them, ought 


cable hatred of ſin, and the warmeſt re- 
gard to the ways and works of the holy 
Redeemer. In this view of things, ſurely 
God muſt be more to the believer than he 
is to the world; and his love muſt be ſuch 
as cannot be expected from worldlings ; 


from all things, from which he could not- 
have been juſtified by the law of Moſes, 7 


fons accepted, their nature changed, their 


ligations to love, to fear, to adore and ſerve 
him, who has called them out of darkneſs ' 
into marvellous light ? 

- Having not only loved you, and given 


with you, when on the broad way to death 
and deſtruction, and happily conquered 
your hearts by the allurements of his Ber- _ 
ſon, aud the power of his grace, By his 

hol 
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conſiſts in the knowledge of God if Chriſt, 
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holy Spirit he hath quickened you when 


dead; ſhewed you your danger when ſe- 
cure in your fins, drawn you to himſelf 
when yet afar off from God and godlineſs ; 
he hath wrought a vital faith in your hearts, 
and taught you to venture your ſouls upon 


him for life and ſalvation, to live a life of 


: faith upon his perſon, blood and righte- 
ouſneſs, and to be ſtrong only in the grace 


that is in him. This work is wrought in 


every believing heart in its meaſure ; is the 
workmanſhip of the Holy Spirit given to 


you, and alone is evidential of your ſonſhip 
and relation to the head of the church, 
without which no man has a right to aſ- 


ſert, that Jeſus died as his repreſentative. 


Every benefit, bleſſing and. privilege, 


every Chriſtian virtue wrought in the heart, 
and every part of the perfect, finiſhed plan 


of ſalvation, being entirely of God and 
not of ourſelves, loudly calls upon us to 
remember the rock from whence we were 
hewn, and the ſpring from whence we de- 
rive all ſpiritual ſupplies ; to take heed to 
our tempers, our ways and converſations, 
always remembring, that as the digine life 


", 


* 
— — 


n Wr 3. 


[3] 


ſo it is the property of it to breathe aftet 


the enjoyment of him. O Sirs, when this 
life is. wrought in you, it will make you 
forſake all outward fin, and lothe the ways 
in which ye formerly delighted. Old things 
and old company will be done away, and 
behold all things ſhall become new. You 


will have new affections, new deſires, and 
new ways, even the ways of wiſdom which 
are pleaſantneſs and peace, You will ſee 


a beauty and glory in Chriſt and holineſs, 
will have ſuch a delight as you never be- 


fore enjoyed in the people, worſhip, and 
doctrines of God your Saviour, whilſt at 
the ſame time you abhor yourſelves, and 
repent in duſt and aſhes. Your ſouls ſhall _ 
poſſeſs a goſpel hope, and each of you, in 
your better moments ſhall ſay, I ſhall be- 
hold his face in righteouſneſs, I ſhall be ſa- 


tisfied when I awake in his likeneſs. Yet 
ſhall you be convinced that grace does not 
immediately eradicate ſin, but that its 


dreadful workings ſhall make you adopt 
Paul's words, and exclaim “ O wretched. 
man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from 
the body of this death,” finding the dan- 
ger of being carried away from the paths 


of 


' [ 31 ] 
of holineſs, by its horrid and deadly in- 


fluence, 


| Farther, daily experience will ſhew you 


that there is not, that there cannot be any 
hope for you but in Chriſt, from your firſt 


awakenings to your dying moment. The 


frequent conflicts, the conſtant war be- 
tween the old and new man in your fouls; 


the luſtings of the fleſh againſt the ſpirit, 


the ſtriving of the law in your members 
againſt the law in your minds, will teach 
you your own nothingneſs and inſufficien- 
cy, ſo that you will dare to have no confi- 


dence in yourſelves. It is to this end of 
our own mortification, that God may diſ- 
cover to us our exceeding vileneſs, he is 
pleaſed to ſuffer us to be foiled by our own 


inbred corruptions, and to teach us to 


watch againſt the evils of ſin within us, 


accounting our own hearts as our greateſt 


and moſt dangerous enemies. Should it 
be at all thought ſtrange that the old- man, 
the ſeed of the ſerpent, inſpired with all 


the ſubtilty of its accurſed parent, ſhould 


be an over-match for the new-man when 
gracious communications are withheld, 
and we ſuſtain the aſſault in the ſtrength 
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‚ only of grace received. But when foiled, 
and fin has obtained the aſcendancy over 
grace for a time, how diſcouraging are our 
apprehenſions, and how ready are we to 
give into fear and deſpondency, ready to 
give up all, ſaying, „It is in vain for us 
to wait on the Lord any longer ; if he re- 
garded us, he would not ſuffer our cor- 
ruptions to prevail.” 
This, believers, has been your frequent 
experience, and you have found that in 
_ deepeſt diſtreſs for ſin, it has pleaſed God 
to break in upon the ſoul, with ſome pre- 
cious word of grace, ſaying, © Fear not I 
am with thee, be not diſmayed for I am 
thy God.“ Then joy, life and vigour, in- 
ſpire the heart, and ſin ſeems to be dead, 
or at leaſt aſleep; then how apt are we to 
let down our watch, become careleſs, and 
give the enemy an advantage over us ? That 
ever-watchful adverſary knows well how 
to improve our unguardedneſs to our diſ- 
advantage ; he gains acceſs to the mind 
| afreſh, draws away the ſoul from God and 
Chriſt, to ſeek other lovers, till new guilt 
is contracted, and we are become as com- 
fortleſs as ever. Thus it is frequently with 


us, 


gs 


us, either 1 the Es of the Lord, our 
mountain ſeems to ſtand ſtrong, and we. 
dread no evil from without, or from with- 
in, or he hideth himſelf becauſe of our 
unwatchfulneſs, and we are troubled on 
account of our iniquity: dragging heavily - 
on in the means of grace, perhaps under 
much coolneſs as well as diſquietude of 
10 ſoul; only now and then breathing forth 
ſome ſuch ejaculation as this, O that I 
knew where I might find him.” —— Thus 
we continue, till the Holy Ghoſt is pleaſ- 
ed to breathe afreſh upon our withered 
frame, and cauſe us to ſtretch our deſires 
for Chriſt anew, and thus the ſoul may be 
ſaid to be born of God from above, ten 
thouſand times in the courſe of experience. 
O what manner of love is here manifeſted ! 
What tenderneſs ! What forbearance ! And 
O, what manner of people ought we to be 
in all watchfulneſs, and holineſs of conver- 
ſation ? 

II. As it is the duty of goſpel miniſters 
to put believers in mind of the deep and 
great things of God; the deſign of this 
putting you in remembrance, i is to ſtir up 
to the following things. 
C n 
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To A frm attachment to the docttines of 
the goſpel. 


2. A conſcientious attendance on n the or- 


dinances of grace. 


3. K ſtrict adherence to entre diſ- 


cipline in the church. 


1. It is the duty of goſpel miniſters to 


ſtir up their people, to a firm attach- 


ment to the doctrines of the goſpel; to 
hold faſt the form of ſound words, deli- 


vered to us in the New Teſtament, of 

which time and ſtrength will permit me 
to give you only a ſpecimen, and that too 
only of ſome of the moſt capital of them, 
leaving the reſt to your own recollection. 


There is firſt the being of God, which 
is an article even in natural religion, and 
to be adhered to by all who value the pre- 
cious bleſſings of ne covenant goodneſs. 
Of the greateſt uſe to the feeble followers 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in their militant 


eſtate of tribulation. They that come to 


in all reſpects, ſuch a God as they ſtand in 
need of; ſuch a Being as they would with 


to worſhip. Little good can redound to 
thoſe who worſhip in the ſpirit of the A- 


thenians, 


him muſt believe that he is; that he is,, 
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thenians, who worſhipped they knew not 
what ; or, which is the ſame thing, who 
worſhipped a God unknown. He is re- 
vealed in the ſyſtem of his grace, clothed 
with every perfection that can render him 
amiable in the eye of a ſanctified ſinner 3 
every attribute that can render his name a 
ſuitable dwelling-place for the poor and 
needy. Are you helpleſs and weak, un- 
able to perform duty, to withſtand temp- 
tation, and make head againſt your own 
corruptions? Remember that he is the 
ſtrong God, whoſe Almighty arm ſuſtains 
the vaſt frame of univerſal nature, and 
that this arm is underneath his church, 
and all its feeble members. By the 
ſtrength of his arm he bore his people all 
the days of old; by the ſame undecaying 


power he now bears them up under all 


their infirmities, and hath engaged thus 
to keep them through faith unto final ſal- 
vation, that their end may be eternal liſe. 
In all your doubts and temptations to de- 


fpondency, inſtead of reaſoning with fleſh 


and blood, look therefore, to the rock 


from whence you were hewn; caſt your 


burden upon Omnipotence itſelf, aſſured 
C 2 that 
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ay 
that God, whoſe all-powerful arm has de- 


| livered you thus far, is {till able to deliver, 
and to fave to the uttermoſt all that come 
to him for life and ſatety. 


In many caſes the remembrance of his 


infinite wiſdom is reviving, as a cordial to 
the drooping heart. You are frequently 
perplext ; at your wits end, and know not 


what to do. to ſecure yourſelves from dan- 


ger, to extricate yourſelves from particu- 


lar troubles, or to ſurmount the difficul- 
ties which” ſtand in your way ; and from 


what quarter do you derive relief, ſave 
from the wiſdom of God, taken in con- 
nection with his goodneſs and grace. That 
he can point out a way in the moſt diffi - 
cult wilderneſs is beyond a doubt, with 
thoſe who believe his exiſtence: that he 


will point out the way when ſought unto, 


is alſo clear from the direction of the Holy 


Ghoſt. © * If any man lack wiſdom, let 


him aſk of God that giveth unto all men 


liberally, and upbraideth not, and it ſhall 


be given him.“ The ſafety of the ſaints 


in chooſing the right way being wholly 
dependant ann the wiſdom of God, we 
PE cannot 


Jam. i. 7, 
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cannot too frequently contemplate that 
bleſſed perfection, nor can your. miniſters 


too frequently put you in remembrance, 


of Iſrael's leader being infinitely wiſe to 
direct, as well as all-powerful to ſuſtain 


you in your way, be it leſs or more diffi- 


cult or dangerous. When ſurrounded with 
wants, and all within is emptineſs ; when 


oppreſt by temptation, and groaning under 


the body of death; when finking in deep 
waters, and the iniquity of my heels com- 


paſſeth me about, my only comfort ariſes 


from this ſingle conſideration, my God 
liveth, my God reigneth, and is perfectly 


acquainted with all my atfliction and ſor- 


row.” So far is the Chriſtian man from 
wiſhing to be concealed from the all-ſceing 

eye of God, that it is his joy and pleaſure, 
that the Lord ſees the thoughts, and tries 


the reigns of all the children of men: 


that all lie diſcloſed to the view of his God | 


and Father. 
What is ſaid of the power and dem 


of God is equally true of his omnipreſence 
and eternity ; every perfection of Deity 


being manifeſted in the fleſh of Jeſus, o- 
pens up ſprings of everlaſting delight and 
C3 conſo- 
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conſolation in Zion; of perpetual pleaſure 
to all that have embraced the heavenly 
Redeemer: But O! What a terrible con- 
ſideration is this to the wicked? There is 
an infinitely holy God, who. 


cannot connive at fin ; — an omniſcient_ 


a God; 


God, from whoſe obſervation nothing can 
eſcape ; — an all- powerful God, able to 
deſtroy the workers of iniquity z — an 
omnipreſent God, from whoſe avenging 
arm there is no eſcaping! Hear this 


ye lovers of fin, and tremble at the 


Majeſty of God: ye lovers of falſe plea- 


ſure, reflect on your approaching doom. 
You muſt die, you muſt ſtand before this 
God, with whom is terrible Majeſty ; you 


muſt be judged according to his infinite 
holineſs. And how will you bear that 
dreadful ſentence, depart ye curſed ? How 
will you bear to be driven from the judg- 
ment-ſeat with whips of ſcorpions ; and 
be ſent down to dwell in the flames of 
wrath for ever? But theſe things you muſt 
bear, if you live and die in a ſtate of un- 


belief, and alienation from God. May 


grace avert that awful condemnation, that 
it fall not upon you! May you know the 
things that make for your peace before 


time 


1 391 ; 
time with you ſhall be no more. But, 
whether you hear or not, it is my duty to, 
warn you of your danger, and to point 
out to you that wrath which is to come, 
upon the children of diſobedience. 

| Secondly, it being the duty of goſpel. 
miniſters to ſtir up their hearers to hold 
faſt the form of ſound words; it is mine 
in particular to put you in remembrance 
of that bleſſed truth, that, There are 
three that bear record in heaven, the FA- 
THER, the WoRD and the SPIRIT ;” and 
to ſtir you up, © That your hearts may 
be comforted, being knit together in love, 
and unto all riches of the full aſſurance of 
underſtanding, to the acknowledgment of 
the MysTERY of Gop, and of the Fa- ; 
THER, and of CHRIST *.W I do not 
mean to put you upon comprehending of 
it, for then it would ceaſe to be a myſtery, 
but to a warm attachment to it as a 2 


tes), and therefore above your compre- 


henſion, conſequently incapable of other 
definition than what the Holy Ghoſt has 
given of it in the inſpired volume. That 
there are three perſonally diſtinct, yet eſ- 


. ſentially 
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ſentially one, has not only been the belief 


of the church from the firſt opening of 
the goſpel diſpenſation, but is the doctrine 
of the whole word of God, from the be- 


ginning of Geneſis to the end of Revela- 


tion ; therefore not to be given up by us 


in the latter days, how different ſoever 


it may be from the doctrines of modern 
divines. 


That there are three that BIT recdil4' in 
heaven, &c. is the foundation doctrine, 


upon which the whole fabric of goſpel 


truth is built, and without which the beau- 
tiful ſcheme of grace muſt be annihilated. 


The goſpel itſelf being none other than 


a bleſſed declaration of the ſeveral parts 
acted by the three divine perſons in the 
Godhead, in the great work of man's re- 
demption and ſalvation, each of which 
parts is eſſential to the whole ſyſtem of 
mercy. Therefore if we loſe ſight of the 
Trinity of perſons operating in man's be- 
half, we muſt unavoidably loſe ſight alſo 
of ſalvation itſelf. Hence the greater 
part of Unitarians totally reject, as abſurd, 
every doctrine of goſpel ſalvation ; and are 
therefore more conſiſtent with themſelves 

than 
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than the Sabellians, who pretend to ad- 
here to the doctrines of grace, and yet ab- 
ſurdly reject that of three divine enn in 
one Jehovah. | 
But whatever cavillers and ſceptics may 
alledge againſt this bleſſed truth, nothing 
can be more plain, than that the volume 
of inſpiration opens with that myſtery of 
the Trinity. Gen. i. 26. And God ſaid, 
C let us make man after our likeneſs“; To 
whom did the moſt high make this ad- 
dreſs? Not to angels; for they could not 
put one finger to the work of creation 
Not to the human ſoul of Chriſt; for that 
never did, nor could create. God is in- 
deed ſaid to have made all things by Jeſus 
Chriſt. But ſurely not by his human na- 
ture, for that would be to deify the hu- 
manity, ſeeing creation- work is proper to 
God only. I grant that Chriſt from eter- 
nity ſuſtained the character of God- man, 
being as mediator ſet up from everlaſting; 
yet did not his human nature actually ex- 
iſt, for he is not the firſt, but ſecond Adam, 
and was after the firſt. The pre- exiſtence 
of the Chriſt's humanity was only in the 
mind of God, and is here conſidered in 


the 


WE the choice of electing grace, and in thy 


| covenant of redemption, which refers not 
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dience, ſufferings and death, as the ſprings 
of our ſalvation. Hence the blood of the 
Saviour is called the blood of the Covenant, 
and is conſidered as the bond which ſe- 
cures ſalvation to his people, being ſhed 
by their repreſentative or ſubſtitute. On 
this ſcore it was the Old Teſtament ſaints 
went to heaven, and the glory of their 


this glory he had before ſaints and angels, 
prior to his incarnation. This is that 


prayed, it having been vailed in the 
days of his humiliation. 


not the creator of all things, a8 ſome 


from this ſingle conſideration. If by his 


any other being, and he is as truly man as 


+. N be 


only to the human ſoul, but to the corpo- 
real body of Chriſt, as well as his obe- 


ſalvation was aſcribed to the lamb ſlain 
from the foundation of the world; and 


glory, for the reſtitution of which he 


But that the human ſoul of Chriſt was 
have thought, from Coll. i. 16. is clear 
human ſoul all things were made, then it 


muſt follow that it made itſelf, ſeeing the 
humanity of Jeſus is as much creaturely as 
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he i properly God. As man, he is a erea- 


turely limited and cireumſeribed being; 
even when as God, he is the maker of all 


things, and every where preſent, accord- 


ing to his own teſtimony ; Where two 
or three are met together in my names 


there am I in the midſt of them to bleſs 


them”. Thus, although the heavens have 
received his human frame till the reſtitu- 
tion of all things, lo! as God, or as a 
divine perſon, he is with his people always, 
even to the end of the world. 

From theſe, and other conſiderations of 
like import, I muſt conſider that of Gen. 


i. 26. not as an addreſs of Deity to the 
pre-exiſtent human ſoul of Chriſt, but as 
expreſſive of the divine council of the 


Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
The fame doctrine runs through the whole 
of revelation, was preached by the pro- 
phets, by Jeſus and his Apoſtles, there- 
fore not to be departed from by thoſe who 
wiſh to avoid making ſhipwreck of the 
faith. Nor does this bleſſed truth at all 


violate the Unity of the divine eſſence, 
ſeeing theſe three are no where repreſented 


as diſtinct eliences.; but three perſons in 
one 


need os r * 
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one undivided, and indiviſible Godhead.: 
Neither is this inconſiſtent with reaſon, as 
ſome alledge, ſeeing creature exiſtence fur= 
niſheth inſtances enough of three being 
one, and one three, as is evident from 
light, heat and motion in the fire; ſoul 
body and ſpirit in the human conſtitution, 
Nor are theſe barely three diſtin& charac- 
ters, or names of offices, but three ſepa- 
rate principles or ſubſiſtences eſſential to 
| the being of man, who himſelf is created 
= in the image of God. By which we are 
probably taught, that God exiſts eſſenti- 
1 ally in Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt ; 
1 even as man, his image, ſubſiſts in three 
x diſtin& conſtituent principles, ſoul, body 
4 and ſpirit. I may farther obſerve upon 
# this article, that, becauſe of theſe ſubſiſ- 
1 tencies in man, the unity of human ex- 
1 iſtence was never called in queſtion; nei- 
ther ought that of the divine eſſence, on 
| account of the diſtinct perſonalities ſub- 
if fiſting therein. For by the ſame reaſon _* 
ll we allow the unity of the one, we certain= 
4 ly ought to allow that of the other, un- 
leſs we are bent altogether to drop parity | 
of reaſon, Y 
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That the Father and Son are diſtinct 
perſons the very names ſuppoſe, . he that 


begetteth being undoubtedly different from 
him that is begotten : and he that is be- 
gotten, may very well be ſaid to be the 


expreſs image of him who begetteth. On 
this account it is, Jeſus is ſaid to be the 
brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the 


expreſs image of his perſon *, being the 


outward and viſible image of the inviſible 


Godhead. 


'The Holy Ghoſt, the third, in order, of 


the Trinity, is frequently mentioned as a 
diſtinct perſon ſubſiſting in Deity ; and as 
ſuch hath divine, perſonal properties, and 
divine worſhip aſcribed to him. I, 

faith Chriſt, will pray the Father, and he 
ſhall ſend you another Comforter.” Here 

is evidently one that prays, another that 


is prayed unto ; one that is to ſend, and 
another who 1s to be ſent as the Comforter. 
And ſurely he who is ſent can never be the 
ſame identical perſon with him who ſend- 


eth him; wherefore we are under a ne- 


ceſſity of conſidering the .Comforter as a 


diſtin perſon in Deity, and They muſt 


War 
Or, as the word may be rendered, of his perfection. 
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war againſt common ſenſe, as well as ſound 
religion, who take upon them to deny it. 
-  FThe Deity of the holy Spirit is as clearly 
held forth in ſcripture as his perſonality, 
and is of equal importance to the Chriſtian 
faith. Ananias and Sapphira are ſaid to 
have lied to the Holy Ghoſt, and to have 
lied unto God; plainly intimating, if words 
have any meaning, that the Holy Ghoſt 
to whom they lied is truly and properly 
God, eſpecially as it is elſewhere ſaid of 
believers, that their bodies are the tem- 
ples of God, becauſe the Holy Ghoſt dwells 
in them, therefore they are an habitation 
for God through the ſpirit. The whole 
of ſalvation work in the ſaints, is aſcribed 
to him as a divine agent, even as that of 
redemption is aſcribed to the word who was 
made fleth and dwelt among us, which 
ſhews the exertion of an equal power, and 
a title to equal glory, as ariſing out of the 
ſalvation of the ſinner. It is his province fo 
quicken the dead ſoul, to alarm the ſecure 
conſcience, by enlightening the dark and 
ignorant underitanding ; his to bring low 
the lofty look of legal pride, to bend the 
ſtubborn will, to as to ſubmit to the righ- 
teouſneſs 


* 
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teouſneſs of Chriſt; his to regulate the 
paſſions, to ſanctify the deſires, to take 
the things of the F ather and of” Chriſt, 
and to ſhow them to us. 

Thus we ſee, that the grand Fortidation 


of our Chriſtian ſyſtem is, there are three 


that bear record in Heaven, and theſe 


three are one; not one in perſon and mode 


of exiſtence, but one in eſſence, diſtinct 


in perſonality. In all reſpects equally in- 


dependant, eternal, and poſſeſt of every 
attribute of divinity, and therefore equal 


in power and glory. Without prece- 


dence or ſuperiority, farther than order 
required 1 in the ceconomy of man's ſalva- 


tion, in which the choice of the elect is 


aſcribed principally to the Father, redemp- 


tion to the Son, and ſanctification to the 


bleſſed eternal Spirit. 

Now as my profeſſed view upon this oc- 
caſion is, barely, to ſtir up your pure minds 
by putting you in remembrance, it would 
be inconſiſtent with my plan of diſcourſe to 


enter into an elaborate diſcuſſion of the 


doctrine, important as it is. I ſhall there- 
fore diſmiſs this head, and with it finiſh 


the preſent diſcourſe, only obſerving far- | 


ther, 
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* that to deny the perſonal agency of 

the Holy Spirit, would be the fame in 
effect, as to ſhut the gates of ſalvation a- 
gainſt ourſelves, ſeeing no man can know 
the deep things of God but by the Spirit ; 
nor can we ſee the things which appertain, 
to Jeſus, unleſs they are ſhown unto us. 

by the Comforter ; and cannot ſo much as 
call him the Chriſt, but by the FO 

Ghoſt. 
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2 Pet. i. 13. Lea, I think it meet; as long as 1 
arm in this tabernacle, to ſtir you up oy - 
ting you. in remembrance. 


EIN once more brought forth: to 
-preach the word; though in a ſtate of 


the greateſt weakneſs, and the emaciated 
ſtate of this frail tabernacle aſſuring me, 


that but a very few times more, if indeed at 
all, I ſhall enter this pulpit ; I ſhall reſume 
the ſubject I was laſt upon. I would put 
you my dear charge, the church, with 


which I have the honour to ſtand related, 
in remembranee of that bleſſed truth, on 
which my hope has for many years been 
ſuſpended, and without which my poor ſoul. 


now finding my body no longer tenable, 


muſt fink into abſolute; into utter deſpair. 
I ſpeak of the divinity of our only Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus. Chriſt, that bleffed and 
1mmoveable —— of e hope and | 
dependance. 


I have no cauſe to free the ſtability of 


your faith in a doctrine fo indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary; but if the apoſtolic church had 
need to be reminded of the doctrines they 


NA * | had 


\ 


* „„ EIOg 
ff had received, how much more we, at this 
diſtant period; we upon whom the ends 
of the world are come? Beſides, after I 
am gone, and my eyes cloſed in duſt, it 
may ſo happen, that there may come a- 
mongſt you thoſe, who ſhall publiſh dread- 
ful hereſies, therefore I think it meet, as 
long as I am in this tabernacle, to ſtir you 
up, by putting you in remembrance of the 
divinity of that Saviour in whom you 
ttuſt. 
Were he but a mere man like yourſelves, 
as the Socinians affirm, you would fall un- 
der that malediction, Jer. xvii. 5. ö Curſed 
is man that truſteth in man, and maketh 
fleſh his arm.” A conſideration terrible to 
a ſenſible mind; enough to awe the ſoul 
from every creature-dependance. If the 
Saviour is but a man, and as ſuch truſted 
in, muſt not thoſe who thus truſt in him 
either be in the greateſt danger, or this 
ſcripture be entirely without meaning ? 
Were he but man, and not Gad, he could 
not be mighty to ſave, and conſequently 
he could be no Saviour for the helpleſs. 
His blood could never atone for my in; 
his righteouſneſs could not juſtify my per= 
2 | | ſon. 
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on. I ſtand in need of an all- ſufficient Sa- 
viour, able to ſave to the uttermoſt; able 
to atone for my ſin, and to juſtify my per- 
ſon before the infinitely holy God, before 
whom an unclean ſinner cannot dwell. 
But if I behold my only. Redeemer as: 
full of grace and truth, the bleſſed Imma- 
nuel, God with us, upon our fide, and in 
our nature, I am then led by the draw- 
ings of gratitude to worſhip him even as 
I worſhip the Father. If I conſider him 
as Jehovah's fellow and equal; all- power- 
ful to ſupport, as well as every where pre- 
ſent to diſcern all my circumſtances, I at 
once tremble at his Reverend Name, and. 
\ rejoice in his highneſs. | 
I may be bold to aſſert, that never yet 
was there a man who was led into the 
glory and ſpirituality of the eternal law, 
and who at the ſame time believed in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as but merely a man 
like himſelf. This diſcovery of the law, 
gives ſuch a ſenſe of perſonal wretchedneſs, 
as will convince any man, that no Saviour, 
who is not divine, can be adequate to his 
circumſtances, The whole indeed, the 
ſtrong, the active and working man, the man 
18 of 
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of virtue and philoſophy, may rave about 
2 Saviour who is not God: but the wretch- 


ed and indigent muſt have an Immanuel, 


tranſgreſnon: they fell with him, in vir- 


upon whom to found their hope. 

Vou may ſee the wretched ſhifts which 
thoſe who deny the Deity of Chriſt are 
put to, in order to ſupport their unmean- 
ing and irrational ſcheme. They are ob- 
liged to deny the fall of man, notwith- 
ſtanding it is proclaimed by every infant of 
four or five months old; to deny the weak- 
neſs and incapacity of man to fulfil the 


tenor of the moral law, notwithſtand- 


ing the commandment is very, even ex- 
ceeding broad. In flat contradiction to 
ſcripture teſtimonies, they are even forced 
to renounce all dependance on the obedi- 
ence and death of the Lord Jefus Chriſt : 
rightly concluding, that if he is but a man 
like themſelves, his obedience and death 
could avail no more than their own, 

The caſe ſtands thus; we are all the de- 
ſcendants of a guilty, an apoſtate parent. 
This parent was the repreſentative, and 
federal head of all his poſterity, and in 
bim they were all conſidered, He fell by 


tue 


BS: 8 


tue of their. relation to him, for 1 in Adam 


* 


all died, morally. Thus fallen, it remains 


to ſhew, whether any part of them can be 


made alive but by Jeſus Chriſt; and whe- 
ther Jeſus Chriſt could make any part of 


them alive, on ſuppoſition he were but a 


mere creature. Man being thus fallen, 


one of theſe things muſt neceſſarily follow. 
(i) The curſe wad have an effectual and 
free courſe upon every individual in. his 
own perſon ; which it hath not had, ſee- 


ing ſome have been ſaved. Or (2) The 
lawgiver muſt depart from his word in 
which he declares, that * the ſoul that ſin- 


deth ſhall die; and that he is curſed, who 


continueth not in all things written in the 


| law to do them,” notwithſtanding he hath 


declared that his counſel ſhall ſtand. O- 


therwiſe, (3) The fin of thoſe who ſhall 
be ſaved is puniſhed to its utmolt demerit 
in the perſon of their ſubſtitute. 

It their fin is thus puniſhed, as Paul 
teſtifies, ** He who knew no fin, hath he 
made {in for us, that we might be made 


the righteouſneſs of God in him ;” he who 


was their ſubſtitute, who died for them 


whilſt ungodly, muſt neceſſarily be a per- 
D 3 8 ſon 
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ſon of infinite importance; and this he 
could not poſſibly be, unleſs he were poſ- 
ſeſſed of the divine nature. Either ſin 
muſt have been amply atoned by a ſacrifice 
infinitely valuable, or the legiſlator have 
ſuffered loſs, To ſuppoſe the latter, would 
diſhonour that God, who ſpeaketh the 
word and it ſtandeth faſt, and is not yea 
and nay like the words of ever-changing 
man. We muſt therefore admit the for- 
mer, and conclude, that if Jeſus had not 
been a divine perſon, he could not have 
made an atonement for our fins and rebel- 
lions, 

I need not add, that divine names and 
2 are aſcribed to our Immanuel; 
which aſcriptions, were he not truly and 
properly God, muſt be abſolutely with- 
out any meaning at all. It ſhall ſuf- 
fice that I obſerve, no work is aſcribed 
to the Father, but what is alſo aſcribed 
to the Son, either by himſelf, or by his 
apoſtles ſpeaking by his ſpirit and under 
his direction. And moreover, that he 
- wrought all his miracles by his own per- 
ſonal authority, without any dependance 
on a being ſuperior to himſelf, The di- 

vinity 
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vinity of Chriſt muſt either be ſupported, 
or the whole goſpel ſinks into a non- en- 
| tity, and no ſalvation is left for the loſt. 
and periſhing. | N 
ANoTRER THING I muſt beg leave to 
put you in remembrance of, notwithſtand- 
ing your daily experience, I doubt not, 
furniſhes you with very convincing. evi- 
dences of it truth. I mean the fall of man, 
upon which I have already a little glanced, 
but not with that minuteneſs, the nature 
of the ſubje& requires. That in Adam 
all died, is a truth to which the brighteſt | 
evidence is given in ſcripture, a truth 
which every infant born into the world 
proclaims, and which every Chriſtian has 
the ſad experience of in the deceitfulneſs 
and depravity of his own nature ; which 
he finds backward to all that is good, and 
prone to all that is evil. Now, if the 
fountain was not polluted, how came the 
ſtreams to be defiled ? Or if the root con- 
tinued pure, how could the fruit be vici- 
ated. The general depravity of mankind 
is enough of itſelf to declare the certainty 
of Adam's tranſgreſſion. A tranſgreſſion 
productive of the moſt ſad effects. 
a W Hereby 
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ſon of infinite importance; and this he 
could not poſſibly be, unleſs he were poſ- 
ſeſſed of the divine nature. Either fin 
muſt have been amply atoned by a ſacrifice 
infinitely valuable, or the legiſlator have 
ſuffered loſs. To ſuppoſe the latter, would 
diſhonour that God, who ſpeaketh the 
word and it ſtandeth faſt, and is not yea 
and nay like the words of ever-changing 
man. We muſt therefore admit the for- 
mer, and conclude, that if Jeſus had not 
been a divine perſon, he could not have 
made an atonement for our ſins and rebel- 
. 

I need not add, that divine names and 
works are aſcribed to our Immanuel ; 
which aſcriptions, were he not truly and 
properly God, muſt be abſolutely with- 
out any meaning at all. It ſhall ſuf- 
fice that I obſerve, no work 1s aſcribed 
to the Father, but what is alſo aſcribed 
to the Son, either by himſelf, or by his 
apoſtles ſpeaking by his ſpirit and under 
his direction. And moreover, that he 


wrought all his miracles by his own per- 


ſonal authority, without any dependance 
on a being ſuperior to himſelf, The di- 
vinity 
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vinity of Chriſt muſt either be ſupported, 
or the whole goſpel ſinks into a non-en« 
tity, and no ſalvation is left for the loſt 
and periſhing. 

ANOTHER THING I muſt beg leave to 
put you in remembrance of, notwithſtand- 
ing your daily experience, I doubt not, 
furniſhes you with very convincing evi- 
dences of it truth. I mean the fall of man, 
upon which I have already a little glanced, 
but not with that minuteneſs, the nature 
of the ſubje& requires. That in Adam 
all died, is a truth to which the brighteſt 
evidence is given in ſcripture, a truth 
which every infant born into the world 
proclaims, and which every Chriſtian has 
the ſad experience of in the deceitfulneſs 
and depravity of his own nature ; which 
he finds backward tor all that is good, and 
prone to all that is evil. Now, if the 
fountain was not polluted, how came the 
| ſtreams to be defiled ? Or if the root con- 

tinued pure, how could the fruit be vici- 
ated. The general depravity of mankind 
is enough of itſelf to declare the certainty 
of Adam's tranſgreſſion. A tranſgreſſion 
productive of the moſt ſad effects. 
924 Hereby 
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.* Hereby was loſt, entirely loſt——primitive 
' righteouſneſs, and holineſs, all communion. 


with God, as a good and faithful Creator, 
all acceſs to the throne of infinite holineſs; 


to this precious intercourſe with heayen 


and its adorable Lord and Maker, ſucceed- 
ed a league with hell and flavery to the 


powers of darkneſs. A deaf ear was tuen- 


ed to the voice of the divine threatening, 
and a willing attention to the infinuations 


of the grand ſeducer. Hatred of good 
took place of moral obedience, and en- 
mity to God ſat enthroned on the human 
heart, inſomuch that all the thoughts and 
imaginations of the heart of man were 


only evil, and that continually. Here was 
a privation of all that is morally good, 


and an acceſſion of all that is evil: a total 


alienation from the law-giving Creator, 
and an entire ſubjection to the powers of 


darkneſs, the tyranny of ſin, and lerer 
of carnal enmity. 
T bis gave occaſion to theſe and ſuch like 
{:yings, % All we like ſheep have gone 
aſtray, we have turned every one to his 


own way.” I was ſhapen in fin, and in 
niquity did my mother conceive me.” © In 


Adam 


J 
Adam all died.” * By one man fin entered. 
into the world, and death by fin, and ſo 
death paſſed upon all men, for that all have 
ſinned,” &c. &c. So much, and a great deal 
more might be added, reſpecting the im- 
putation of original tranſgreſſion. We 
ſhall next quote that aw ful deſcription of 
depraved humanity given by the apoſtle 
to the Romans, iii. 10, 18. There is 
none righteous, no not one: there is none 
that underſtandeth, none that ſeeketh at- 
ter God. They are all gone out of the 
way, they are together become unprofita- 
ble, there is none that doth good, no not 
one, &c. &c. 
This, our fad and dreadful nature, when 
realized in the conſcience, in our firſt awa- 
 kenings, and conſcience flies in our faces, 
upbraiding our fin and ſhame, makes aw- 
ful confuſion, and cauſes the whole ſcul 
to ſtand aghaſt. That awful voice, 
« Curſed is he that continues not in all 
things written in the book of the law to 
do them,” thrilling through the heart, will 
remove every doubt about original ſin, and 
our perſonal impotence to will and to do 
the good pleaſure of the Lawgiver. In 
: ſuch 
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fach a caſe the gates of ſalvation muſt 
everlaſtingly have remained ſhut, if the 


angel of the covenant had not appeared, 


the ſinners ſubſtitute, and helper of the 
needy. 


Both guilt and e Rood between 
Heaven and the ſouls of men. Guilt muſt 


either be atoned or God would be un- 


juſt in accepting of the ſinner as unrigh- 


teous, when indeed he is not righteous ei- 
ther relatively or really. Such acceptance 
muſt therefore have been altogether in- 


compatible with the rectitude of God the 


lawgiver, and moral governor. 


Beſides, what would a polluted ſinner 
do in the unſullied manſions of bliſs and 
purity. In ſuch a caſe, heaven itſelf would 


prove none other than an hell of miſery 


to him, on account of the contrariety in 


his nature to the place of his dwelling. 
This ſhews the neceſſity of that regene- 


ration preached by our Lord, in order to 


our entrance into the kingdom of God. 
He who conſiders ſearching the ſcriptures, 


prayer and praiſe as a burden now, could 
very ill endure the exerciſes of the upper 
world, where all is ſpiritual, all divine. 
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9 need not ſtir you up, to hold faſt this 
affecting truth, ſeeing you who are ſpiri- 
tual, cannot poſſibly relinquiſh it, ſo long 


as you have a feeling of the body of death 


reſting upon you, and making you groan 

daily as wretched. A bare mentioning 
thereof might therefore HAVE. been ſuffi- 
cient. 

The everlaſting love of God, and eter- 
nal election of the choſen in Chriſt, are 
truths reviled by ſome, but never, by us, 
to be forgotten, wherefore 1 may, with 
the ſtricteſt propriety, put you in remem- 

brance of them before my departure. 

By the choſen of God, the objects of 
everlaſting love, I do not mean all men, 
but ſome only of all nations, peoples, 
kindreds, tongues, and languages, even 
all that ſhall ultimately be ſaved. There 
is indeed the common love and providen- 
tial regard of God, which are unto all his 
works. Theſe however are very diſtinct 
from that love of complacency which he 
expreſſes to his own Iſrael; © The only 

people whom he hath choſen for his por- 
tion and inheritance, and upon whom 

Peer and glory were ſettled from ever- 
laſting; 
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laflic'y; of whom God hath ſaid, © T have 
loved you with an everlaſting love, there 
fore with loving-kindneſs have I drawn 
you. Theſe people are foreknown with a 
diſtinguiſhing and approbatory knowledge; 
loved with an unalterable, free and unin- 
fluenced love; choſen by an abſolute, ir- 
reverſible decree to compleat ſalvation: 
holineſs here, and happineſs hereafter ; 
are juſtified freely from all things, from 
which they could not be juſtified by the 
law of Moles. 
Theſe are the people ſaid to be choſen 
in Chriſt from before the foundation of 
the world, who were preſerved in Chriſt 
even when fallen in Adam, in virtue of 
union with him as their covenant head of 
eminence and influence ; by whom their 
redemption was wrought out in the ful- 
neſs of time, and their hearts made will- 5 
ing in the day of his power; willing to 4 
embrace him as the only Redeemer, and 
to reſt in his obedience as the ground of 
their juſtification before their Maker. 
O ſenſible ſinners! with what delight, 
and holy confidence may you contemplate 
the ſovercign, and unalterable emanations 


of 
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of the love of God, from which ſprings 
all your felicity ? That believers in Jeſus 
are now the objects of divine loving- kind- 
neſs none pretend to deny; and they them- 
ſelves with aſtoniſhment ſay, „Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath be- 
ſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called; 
the ſons of God? A518 

But it is more ſtaggering to 2 1 Wiſe 
dom, more offenſive to the pride of man, 
to declare that this divine love was equally 
fervent, even when they were dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins, as when exalted to the 
higheſt glories of the upper world, or 
prior to their fall in Adam. This conſis. 
deration rapt the ſoul of the apoſtle in 
aitoniſhment, ſo that he cries out, God, 
who is rich in mercy, for the great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in /ins, hath quickened us together 
with Chriſt (by grace are ye faved) and 
| hath raiſed us up together, and made us 
fit together in heavenly places in Chriſt 
Jeſus; Well might he, well may we 
cry out, O the heights and depths, the 
5 1 85 and breadths of the love of God!“ 


The 
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The ſcriptures abound with proofs of 
the love of God to his church, while they 
were yet ſinners: but one inſtance only 
will be ſufficient for the preſent purpoſe ; 
God fo loved the World, that he gave 
his only-begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life .“ This gift of love was 
made when the whole race of mankind 
lay in wickedneſs : for * when we were 
yet without ſtrength, Chriſt died for the 
ungodly ;” and hereby it was, that God 
commendeth the greatneſs of his love to- 
wards us, in that while we were yet ſin- 
ners Chriſt died for us“. 

From theſe conſiderations it clearly ap- 
pears, that the love of God, which is the 
cauſe of election, is infinite in degree, 
eternal in its duration, and unchangeably 
the ſame forevermore. Under the fall, 
when enemies in our hearts by wicked 
works againſt God, the ſame as before the 
fall in the ſtate of creatureſhip; and then 
the ſame as in the world of glory; eter- 
nally ſuperior to all influence ariſing from 
either the holineſs or iniquity of his crea- 

ture, 
X John iii. 16. 


he RG 
ture. And ſurely it is abſurd in poor ſin- 
ful creatures to deny a ſovereign God the 
right of making out of the lump of hu- 
manity, as many veſſels to honour, as in- 
finite wiſdom did dire. 

Surely God has a right to determine for 
himſelf, whether Jacob or Eſau ſhall be 
his favourite, whilſt they are yet in their 
mother's womb, having done neither good 
nor evil. And to confirm his own purpoſe | 

according to election, by giving preference 

to the younger, and ſetting him above the 
elder born, Yea, who dare charge the 
Judge of all with doing wrong, when he 
ſays, Jacob have I loved, and Eſau have 
I hated ?” It is awful preſumption, even 
in fuch a caſe, to fay unto him, What 
doſt thou ? 

The doctrine of election and immuta- 
ble love thus ſtated, implies that of eter= 
nal union between Chriſt and his church. 

An union abſolutely neceſſary to ſpiritual 
communion and communication ; for were 
there no union, there could be no com- 
munication of vital influence on his part, 
nor of the baleful effects of fin on ours. 
If at all choſen, you were thus choſen in 

_-- Chriſt, 
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Chriſt and not in your own petſons: and 
can a perſon be choſen in Chriſt, without 
ſtanding in ſome kind of perſonal relation 

to him ? To aſſert he may, is a contradic- 

tion in terms, and will paſs for truth with 
none who is taught by the word and ſpi- 
rit of the living God. When the church 
is confidered as choſen, it is always as 
ſtanding in connection with the covenant 
head; for to talk of members without a 


head is as mere a ſoleciſm, as of an head 
without members would be monſtruous. 


Rut for this union between Chriſt, the 
head, and the elect, members of his myſ- 
tical body, his people could derive from 
him no quickening, comforting or ſealing 
influences, as there can be no conveyance 


without a proper channel, and no ſuch 


channel there could be, without a perſonal 

relation. If it were aſked, why the ſuffer- 
inge of Chriſt were not available for fallen 
angels, at the ſame time they are the ſpring 
of hope to the ſenſible ſinner? The an- 
ſwer is, © Becauſe he took not on him the 
nature of angels, and conſequently there 
was no relation ſubſiſting between him 


and them. If farther it 18 aſked, how his 


death 
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death hath an happy influence upon the 
ſalvation of ſome men and not upon all ? 
The anſwer is, becauſe he took upon him 
the ſeed of Abraham. The ſeed of Abra- 
ham is the election of grace, and there- 

fore between Chriſt and them only, a per- 

ſonal union doth ſubſiſt, and they only of 
conſequence receive the benefits of his ſal- 
vation. | 
In virtue of this vital union between 
him and his people they receive every bleſ- 
ſing of grace here, and of glory here- 
after; all out of that fulneſs it hath 
pleaſed the Father to lay up in Jeſus, in 


whom 1s hid the believer's life, with all 


its appurtenances and appendages. This 
ſhews the vitality of the divine union be- 
tween Chriſt and his people, even prior to 
faith or converſion, ſeeing without ſuch 
an union, communications ſuch as theſe 
could never have obtained, could never 
have at all have been experienced. Nor 
is there any thing abſurd in ſuppoſing, that 


aà a vital union ſhould ſubſiſt betwixt Jeſus 


the living head, and the members of his 
myſtical "Ry. when dead in fin, ſeeing 


E nothing 
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| nothing i in themſelves, nothing performed 
by them is its bond or condition. 

In the day of calling grace, that ſet 
time to favour, this union operates in a 


way of communication. The free ſpirit 


is given to convince the ſoul of ſin, of 
righteouſneſs and of judgment; the man 
is made alive, the underſtanding is en- 
lightened, the conſcience is alarmed, 
the will renewed, the paſſions rendered 
orderly, and ſubjected to the influences of 
religion, the affections ſanctified and made 
ſpiritual. And it may be added, that from 
this vital union ariſes all the believer's aſ- 
ſurance of immortal life and glory; be- 
cauſe he ever lives to make interceſſion for 
us, we hope to be ſaved to the very utter- 
moſt; and becauſe he lives, in virtue of 


that life which is in him we hope to live 


alſo. Nothing doubting, but as ſure as 
Jeſus aroſe from the dead, we ſhall be 
raiſed up together to ſit with him in hea- 


venly places, and to walk with him in 


white in the city of the New Jeruſalem. 
What has been ſaid upon this ſubject 
may ſerve to reprove two claſſes of men 
diametrically oppoſite; I mean the blind 
race 


1 


673 % 
race of Hagar, erg 'of the ancient 
Phariſees, Who, like all their anceſtors, 
build their hope of eterpal life upon ful- 
filling the conditions of the legal covenant 
on one hand, and the licentious ſons of 


libertiniſm on ih other. The firſt of 


theſe have no notion at all of a crucified 
Redeeemer, of his atoning blood and per- 
fect righteouſneſs, as the only grounds of 
the ſinner's hope of acceptance with God, 
and conſequently can fee no need of com- 
munications from him for the purpoſes of 
either juſtification or ſanctification. The 
latter talk of union with Chriſt; but ſuch 
an union as is certainly dead in its kind, 
ſeeing, according to them, it admits not 
of communications of grace from him to 
renew the heart, and to make us meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance with thoſe 

that are ſanctified. Not conſidering that 
without perſonal, as well as relative holi- 
neſs, no man ſhall ſee the Lord. That 
there is as much need from this conſidera- 
tion to have the nature changed and puri- 
fied by faith, as to have the perſon juſti- 
fied and accepted; that a meetneſs for, is 


to all intents and purpoſes neceſſary, as a 
E 2 title 
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title to heaven. Now the firſt of theſe is 
wrought by the grace and ſpirit of Chriſt, 
even as the laſt is obtained by his obedi- 
ence unto death. Who can dwell with 
Chriſt, who is not made like unto him, 
and meet for a dwelling-place infinitely 
holy? Who can be made meet for the 
enjoyment of, by likeneſs to Jeſus, by 
any other agency than that of the ſpirit, 
in the goſpel of Chriſt ? And how can the 
ſpirit of Jeſus be communicated without 
a previous union ſubliſting between them 
and him, from, and by whom he is com- 
municated ? What union in nature ſoever 
ſubſiſts between the elder brother, and the 
younger brethren in the ſame family; be- 
tween a father and his children; or a huſ- 
band and his wife; the ſame union in a 
way of grace, ſubſiſted from all eternity 
between Chriſt and his people. In as much 
as he who ſanctifieth, and they who are 
ſanctified, are one. And upon this doc- 
trine, if 1 am not greatly miſtaken, de- 
pend all our comfort and communion with 
God. 1 3 

I mean not to inſinuate, however, that 
this comfort and communion depend upon 

„ 5 the 
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the knowledge and belief of the doctrine 


of union. No, for the child of grace may 
be alive, yet remain long in a ſtate of 


weakneſs after quickning, and for a ſea- 


ſon may be of ſuch imperfect knowledge, 
as to ſee men only as trees walking: even 
when the mere ſpeculatiſt, who knows the 
goſpel but in theory, ſhall be diſtinct and 
clear in every point of theological contro- 
verſy. Obſervation ſhews, that on one 
hand we ſhall ſee holineſs of life, and ſpi- 
rituality of frame ſometimes joined with 
a very imperfect underſtanding; and on 
the other, we ſhall ſee clearneſs of head 
very frequently attended with unfruitful- 
neſs of heart and converſation. Babes in 
grace, though young in knowledge, are as 
really believers, and heirs of glory, as 
young men and fathers who have overcome 
the wicked one, who have an unction from 
the holy one, by which they know all 
things. 

But although chriſtian comfort is not 
ſuſpended upon our knowledge of that 
bleſſed doctrine, it is ſuſpended upon the 
doctrine itſelf, ſeeing there can be no com- 
munication where there is not an union 


E 3 previouſly _ 
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previouſly ſubſiſting. Neither could a poor 


ſinner ever have received advantage from 
the ſufferings and death of Chriſt, if prior 
thereunto he had not been bone of his 


bone, and fleth of his fleſh. But if the 
member is of the body, and ſo is united 
with the head; if the branch is in the 
tree, and ſo united to the root, it is eaſy 


to ſee how naturally influence may be com- 
municated to them. Which leads me 

To put you in mind of your own rege- 
neration, for you hath he quickened who 


were dead in treſpaſſes and fins; that you 


might perſonally be raiſed up to fit with 


Jeſus in heavenly places; it having been 
declared, „that except a man he born 


again, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.” This bleſſed work, ſo indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary to ſalvation, is effected 


by the Holy Ghoſt, that divine Comforter 
ſent by jeſus to lead his people into all 


truth. Becoming in the heart a quicken- 
ing ſpirit, he diſcovers his in-dwelling, by 
convincing of fin actual and original in its 
defilement and malignity, its nature and 
penal conſequences. The mean of which 


conviction, as we are told by the apoſtle, 
$5 hog 3 
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is the holy moral law ſet home to the con- 


ſcience in its power, and opened in its ſpi- 


rituality to the underſtanding; by which 
diſcovery the law appears exceeding broad, 
and ſin exceeding ſinful. He convinceth 
of the righteouſneſs of both the legal pre- 
cept and penalty; of the neceſſity of a 
perfect righteouſneſs to ſave from its flam- 
ing curſe, and of his own total want of 
any thing that may be called by that name, 
wherefore the ſoul becomes guilty before 
God, and exclaims, © Behold I am vile, 
ſhapen in fin, and brought forth in ini- 
quity ; from the crown of the head to the 
ſoles of the feet there is no ſoundneſs 'in 


me, but I am full of wounds, bruiſes, and 


putrifying ſores ; God be merciful to me a 
{inner ; ſave, Lord, I periſh,” For the holy 
Spirit convinceth of judgment to come 
in its certainty, ſtrictneſs, ſeverity, and 
the impoſſibility of eſcaping it unleſs found 
in Jeſus, clothed in the perfection of his 
righteouſneſs, by which alone a man can 
be juſtified before God from all things, 
from which we cannot be juſtified by the 
law of Moſes. Thus it is that he reduceth 
the ſoul to the obedience of faith, and 
= PU makes 
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makes the ſinner willing to be ſaved by 


Chriſt; or, in other words; to ſubmit to 


the righteouſneſs of God. This work is 
effected not by the ſpirit without the word, 


nor by the word without the ſpirit, but 
by the ſpirit in the word, or by the word 


as the mean, in the hand of the ſpirit as 
the efficient. Thus in the miniſtry of 
the word, the Holy Ghoſt, as an heaven- 
19 wind, bloweth when, where, and upon 


whomſoe ver he liſteth, in a manner which 
none can underſtand, ſave thoſe who are 
the happy ſubjects of his heavenly breath- 


—_— 
7. Free > juſtification through the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt is another thing of 


which I would put you in remembrance, 
and warn you to maintain againſt the vain 


boaſtings of ſelf-juſticiaries. Juſtification 
is a forenſic term, and implies not only 
the pardon of the guilty, but the accep- 


| tance of his perſon as righteous, and there- 


fore is matter of law and juſtice, as well 
as an act of grace. Pardon may be given 


without juſtification among men. The 
rebel, for inſtance, may be pardoned, that 
is, ſuffered to live, who is never received 


into 
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into the favour of the king and his mini- 
ſters. But in the preſent caſe pardon ſup- 
poſes juſtification, and juſtification always 
implies pardon, and enables the church to 
ſay, We have redemption through. his 
blood, the forgiveneſs of fins.” Juſtifica- 
tion is either in the fight of God, in our 
own conſciences, or before men. The 
firſt of theſe is an immanent eternal act of 
God's grace, merely on account of Chriſt's 
redemption, and is coeval with his own 
exiſtence. The ſecond is the work of his 
holy Spirit upon the heart, and takes place 
when Chriſt is revealed to the ſoul as the 
hope of glory; when the ſoul can chear- 
fully commit unto him all its everlaſting 
concerns, then can he ſee that all his fins 
were laid upon the heavenly ſubſtitute, 
and that God is well pleaſed for his righ- 
teouſneſs ſake, who hath magnified the 
law, and made it honourable ; 1o that this 
juſtification may very well be conſidered 
as none other than a maniteſtation of the 
former. The third is before men, by good 
works, or an holy converſation, which 

| juſtifies not our perſons, but our faith and 
profeſſion, the one as divine, and the other 
unſcigned. 
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unfeigned. Hence James ſays, * Shew me 
thy faith without thy works, and I will 5 
ſhew thee my faith by my works, becauſe 
faith without works is dead, and has not a 
living object. As that in the ſinners con- 
ſcience is a manifeſtation of that act of 
grace, whereby God imputeth to us the 
Redeemer's righteouſneſs ; this before men 
is the evidence of both, and will as natu- 
* rally proceed from them as light from the 
ſun, or water flow from the fountain. Let 
this therefore be your care, my dearly be- 
loved, that whilit you contend earneſtly 
for the faith once delivered to the ſaints, 
no man may, from the unguardedneſs of 
your converſation, have reaſon to queſtion 
your ſincerity. And O, may God help 
you to imitate the great apoſtle, in exer- 
_ ciſing yourſelves daily to maintain conſci- 
.ences void of offence both before God and 

man ; that it may appear to all men, that 
the grace of God, which bringeth ſalva- 
tion, hath taught you to deny all ungod- 
lineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent evil 
world; through which you ſhall be brought, 
for I am, 


8thly, 
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gthly. To put you in remembrance of 


this bleſſed truth, that whom the Lord 


loveth he loveth to the end: and I may. 


ſay with the apoſtle, I am confident of this 


very thing, that where God hath begun a 
good work, he will perform it unto the 
day of Chriſt; conſequently his believ- 
ing people ſhall be ſaved in the Lord with 
an everlaſting ſalvation. To clear this 
matter a little up, be it obſerved, that the 
work of grace upon the heart is in every 
ſenſe a good work, and the work of an in- 


ffmite agent. The various names which 


it bears in ſcripture, evidence this truth. 
— Tt is a quickening; you hath he quick- 


ened — It is regeneration, or a being born 


again, John iii. 3. —— It is reſurrection 
from the dead; for we are raiſed with him 
to newleſs of life —— It conſiſts in a good 
change wrought upon the heart, will and 


affections — and produceth good effects 
It implants good principles, enlightens the 
underſtanding, renews the will, ſpiritua- 


lizeth the affections, and regulates the 
paſſions, as well as awakens the conſci- 
ence. It makes good maſters, good ſer- 
vants, good parents and good children, 

"me". 


and great glory to the divine efficient. 
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| tho” even but begun; and it ultimately 


terminates in great happineſs to the party, 


This good work is begun in every be- 


liever, even in the very meaneſt and moſt 


young in experience; and it is compara- 
tively but begun in the greateſt of the 


Lord's ſaints. But being begun it ſhall 
be carried on, it ſhall be finiſhed, or per- 


formed even to the day of death, even to 


the day of judgment, here called the day 
of Chriſt, becauſe it is the day of his re- 


velation to all men as the Judge of quick 
and dead. If aſked, how it appears that 
this good work ſhall be carne” on? It * 


be anſwered, 


From the nature of the work itſelf— 


It is a well of living water, ſpringing up 


into everlaſting life. If a well it is not a 
ſtream.— If ſpringing up it cannot ſtagnate, 


neither go downwards. If ſpringing up 


to life, it cannot terminate in death — If 
to everlaſting life, ſurely not to everlaſting 


death. lt is the ſeed of God, therefore is 


of his own nature, and ſaid to be incor- 


ruptible. — Now if incorruptible, how 


ſhould it perith ? Can that be incorrupti- 
Pn 


a 


„ 
ble which is liable to periſh ? Surely no 


It is the ſeed of eternal life; nay, it is eter- 
nal life itſelf, That therefore which is lia- 
ble to be cut off is not the good work of 
an holy and gracious God, who i is of one 
mind, and cannot be turned. 


Moreover, the perfections of Deity : are 


all engaged to perform this good work, as 
might be ſhewn at large, did ſtrength and 


time admit of it. The love of God is as 


unchangeable as his nature, therefore being 


once fixed, it reſts and never removes; 
conſequently whom he loves, he loves to 


the end. What his love propoſes, his. 
power is all- ſufficient to execute, for who 


can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him what 


doeſt there? Shall principalities or powers, 
or life or death, or things preſent, or things 
to come, or any other creature turn his 


love away, ſeeing he is the Omnipotent ? 


Nay, in all theſe things we are more than 
- conquerors through him that loved us.— 
His mercy is boundleſs ; he knows how 


to forgive, and to heal the backſlidings of 5 
his people, and reſtore them to the beauty 
of holineſs, and the joys of his ſalvation.— 


But above all, the perſeverance of the ſaints 


* 


depends 
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depends upon their union with, Jeſus, . as 
their covenant head and repreſentative. If 
the head lives, ſurely the members ſhall 
not die. Becauſe I live, ſaith he, ye ſhall 
live alſo. If a loving huſband has it in 
his power to prevent it, he will not ſurely 
ſuffer his ſpouſe to be ruined. He died 
that we might live forever ; he lives that 
we ſhould never die. It may be farther 
added, in confirmation of this truth, that the 
performing of this good work is entirely 
dependant on him by whom it was begun. 
He who hath begun a good work will per- 
form it. God does not begin a good work 
and leave it to man to finiſh ; but is him- 
ſelf the finiſher as well as the author. 

As the foundation is laid in grace, the 
ſtructure reared by grace to reſtore the head- 
ſtone ſhall be brought forth by grace; let 
us with united voices cry grace—grace— 
unto it. This is a ſpring of conſolation 
in the darkeſt days, even in the greateſt 
adverſity, that every believer ſhall be kept 
by the mighty power of God, through 
faith unto ſalvation, fo that Jeſus will not 
loſe one of all whom the Father hath 
given unto him ; but that as he died their 
ſubſtitute, he ſhall have the ſatisfaction of 

I ThE rejoicing 
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| rejoicing over them i in the kingdom of 
glory. 7 
I Theſe are ſome of the kein truths 
of the everlaſting goſpel, of which it is 
my duty to put you in remembrance, and 
which have the utmoſt influence on your 
ſoul concerns, and which may God the 
Spirit write upon all our hearts, as with a 
I pen of iron, and point of a diamond. Time 
18 and ſtrength both failing, I muſt omit the 
farther proſecution of the ſubject till a fu- 
ture opportunity, and commit what has 
been delivered to the — of the Lord. 


3 The bie is no farther ** 
CS cuted 1 in the author' s notes. 
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